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REPORT OF THE ARCHIVES 
AUTHORITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

FOR 1981 

The Archives Authority of New South Wales has the honour to forward to the 
Honourable the Premier for presentation to Parliament' in accordance with the pro­
visions of the Archives Act, 1960, its twenty-first annual report, covering the year 
ended 3 lsf December, 1981. 

The Authority again wishes to record its gratitude for the support and assistance 
which you have given it during the year, and in particular for the opportunity to 
discuss its programmes and needs at the interview which you granted on 11th May, 
1981. 

GENERAL 

Accommodation 

There are two aspects of the Authority's work which require storage space: the 
archives which are those records of the past set aside for permanent preservation; 
and the semi-active records, which must be kept to satisfy legal and administrative 
requirements while awaiting evaluation. The Authority has a statutory responsibility 
to care for the archives, which are an invaluable cultural and administrative resource. 
They are part of the evidence of past events and part of the record of the rights of the 
people of the State. The semi-active records, on the other hand, are kept principally as 
a service to units of Government for whom the Repository's storage and retrieval 
service has become a necessary tool of cost-effective records management. While thf 
total benefits from the service are difficulty to quantify, the recurring savings b 
valuable city office space which derive directly from the existence of a semi-activ> 
records repository can be measured. They are a bonus which Government derives 
from the Authority's operations which are principally designed for other purposes. 
It is against this background that the following comments are made. 

The Authority is pleased to report that, following construction in the 1970's ol 
the first stage of the State Archives and Government Records Repository at Kingswood 
and of the State Archives building in Sydney, its reserves of high quality climate-
controlled storage accommodation for the State archives should be adequate for some 
years to come. 

This is not yet the case with the semi-active records, which are the core of the 
Authority's storage problems. Semi-active records have always constituted the majority 
of the records housed by the Authority and their rate of growth greatly exceeds that of 
the State archives. The creation of records by public offices is something over which 
the Authority can exercise little or no direct control. This century has seen a world­
wide trend toward greater governmental activity in the community, which has in turn 
led to the creation of new government agencies and the proliferation of paper records. 
The Government Records Repository is at the end of this chain and is responsible for 
providing storage for these records when they are no longer regularly required. In 
order to perform this function the Repository requires buildings and other resources. 
However, these can not be committed on an open-ended basis. The Authority is 
therefore endeavouring to assess the rate at which semi-active records can be expected 
to increase, and is developing procedures aimed at reducing the quantity of records 
to be transferred to the Repository and ensuring that those records which are trans­
ferred carry the shortest possible retention periods. 

As reported last year, storage space in the Repository was virtually exhausted 
by March, 1980, when the Authority was reluctantly obliged to close it to further 
accessions of semi-active records pending other arrangements being made. This step 
had inevitably led to large quantities of records accumulating in public offices. 

However, these difficulties in accommodation should soon be overcome by con­
struction of the next stage of the Kingswood Repository. Work on this building began 
in May, 1981, and it is expected that it will be available for occupation late in 1982. 
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Organization and Staffing 

In 1978, preparatory to the move to the new State Archives building, the 
Authority began a major and progressive re-organization and restructuring of the 
Archives and Records Management Offices.' This was completed during 1981, with 
all of the new and regraded staffing positions being filled. 

At the end of the year the combined establishment of the two Offices was fifty-
one staff, distributed as follows: 

Administration (including the Principal Archivist and the 
Assistant Principal Archivist) . . . . . . 7 

Reference Services Division, Archives Office . . . . 11 
Technical Services Division, Archives Office . . . . 12 
Repository Services Division, Archives Office . . . . 15 
Records Management Office . . . . . . . . 5 
Seconded to staff of Legislative Assembly . . . . 1 

Total 51 

A further six temporary staff are employed in the Repository Services Division. 

The 1788-1988 Australian Bicentenary 
The Authority has in its custody the largest and most comprehensive collection 

of public records relating to the early years of European settlement in Australia. For 
this reason the coming Bicentenary will have a marked effect on the Authority's 
operations. 

The Authority is developing its own plans for publications, exhibitions, etc., 
to mark the Bicentenary. In addition, its staff have already become involved in assist­
ing with the Australia 1788-1988 Bicentennial History Project being undertaken by 
Australian universities, in liaising with the New South Wales Government Bicentennial 
Secretariat, and in other projects. 

THE PROGRAMMES OF THE ARCHIVES AND RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT OFFICES 

This section is presented in divisions indicative of the organizational structure in 
the offices supervised by the Authority. 

ARCHIVES OFFICE AND GOVERNMENT RECORDS REPOSITORY 

Reference Services Division 

Since 1972, most State archives have been "open" for use when they are 30 
years old, a period which conforms with general practice in other archival institutions, 
both in this country and overseas. The major exceptions have been the records of the 
Premier's Department, the Department of Services and some other public offices, on 
which the offices themselves had imposed a 50 year or longer period of restriction in 
terms of the provisions of section 14 (6) of the Archives Act. 

However, in November, 1977, the Government announced its decision that all 
non-current and permanently valuable records, including the records of State Cabinet, 
which are more than 30 years old, would be transferred as State archives and made 
available for public access and use. The only exceptions are a comparatively small 
quantity of records which are of a specially confidential nature or contain information, 
the disclosure of which might harm individuals or infringe upon their rights. 

In 1979 the Authority reported an enormous increase in public demand for 
services following the opening of the new State Archives building and this trend 
continued throughout 1980. During 1981 the rate of growth has been generally 
slower. The rise can best be expressed in terms of percentage increases over 1980. 

In 1981— 

the number of readers' tickets issued increased by 81 per cent; 
the number of temporary authorities to use the State archives increased by 

9.6 per cent; 

the number of State archives, exclusive of maps and plans, issued in the 
Search Room increased by 3.2 per cent; 

the number of maps and plans issued in the Search Room increased by 33.6 
per cent; 
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Proclamation, 
By His Excellency LACBLAK MAcatJARXE, Esquire, 

Captain General, Governor and Commander in Chief 
in and over His Majesty's Territory of New South 
Wales and its Dependencies, &e. Sec. &c. 

W HEREAS it hath pleased ALMIOBTV .Goo to call to His Mercy Our late 
SOVEREIGN LORD, KING *d£QRGE tHET THIRD, of bleated Me­
mory, by whose Decease the Imperial Crown of th»,United Kingdom of ^Greai^ 
Britain and Ireland is solely and rightfully come to the High and Mighty PliNCE, 

GEORGE PRINCE OF WALES; — WE, therefore, LACHUN MAcaoASiE, Esquire.-Major * 
General in the Army and Captain General, Governor and Commander in Chief as aforesaid ; 
JAMES ERSJHVE, Esquire, C.B. Lieutenant Colonel of .His Majesty'* 48th Regiment of Foot, a '• 
Colonel in the Army, add lieutenant Governor of said Territory ; JotrK THOMAS BIGG*, Esquire, 
His Majesty's Commissioner of Enquiry i .and JOHS, Wyufls, and BAJI&OM FIELD, Esquires, His 
Majesty's Judges of the said Territory • and JOUN THOMAS CAMPBELL, Esquire, Provost Marshal „ 
of the said Territory, being here assisted" by the Omcsss, Crril and Military, the MACISTSATES, 
CLERGY, and principal INHABITANTS of the said Territory, do now hereby, with one Voice and" 
Consent of Tongue and Heart, publish and proclaim, that ,tbe High andt Mighty PBIVC^, 
GEORGE PRINCE OF WALES, is now, by the Death of Our late SOVEREIGN, of happy 
Memory, become Our only lawful and rightful LIEGE LORD, GEORGE THE FOURTH^ by 
the Grace of God, KING OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRIT t IN AND 
IRELAND, DEFENDER OF THE FAITH-.—To whom we do, acknowledge all Faith and 
constant Obedience with, all hearty and humble Affection, beseeching Goo, by whom Kings and 
Queens do reign, to bless the ROYAL, PftlKCB, GEORGE THE FOURTH, with long and happy 
Yean to reign over us. . » . . . . . 

GIVEN at Government House, Sydney, this Twenty- •„ 
fourth Bay of July, One thousand eight hundred 
and twenty. 

GOD SAVE KING GEORGE THE FOURTH! 

Proclamation on the accession of George the Fourth, 24th July, 1820. Estray from the records 
of the Judge Advocate presented to the Archives Authority by the family of Mr Francis 

Egerton Barraclough 
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the number of readers in the Search Room increased by 9.6 per cent; and 
the number of inquiries answered by letter and telephone increased by 12 per 

cent. 

There are two reasons for the very large increase in the number of readers' 
tickets issued. The first is that many more readers are taking advantage of the fact that 
a ticket can now be obtained by any person who is 18 years of age or more and who 
wishes to use the State archives for research purposes. The second reason is that persons 
undertaking genealogical research frequently wish to extend their searching beyond one 
visit to the Search Room, and are therefore encouraged to apply for a reader's ticket. 

Search Room 

The Search Room is presently open to the public for 50 hours per week, includ­
ing Saturdays and most public holidays. 

Admission is normally by readers' tickets which are usually issued for a period 
of twelve months and are renewable upon application. At the end of 1981, 1 766 
readers' tickets had been issued and were still current, compared with 975 in 1980. In 
addition to holders of readers' tickets, a further 8 546 readers came once or twice only 
and were granted temporary authority to use the archives, usually for family history 
purposes. The corresponding figure for 1980 was 9 454. This rise in the number of 
readers seeking access to the State archives is reflected in the following table. 

Reference to State Archives 

Number of issues 
Number of issues of maps 
Total number of readers 

1975 

15 504 
488 

3 253 

1976 

20 949 
821 

4 237 

1977 

19 348 
794 

4 737 

1978 

20 840 
840 

5 035 

1979 

35 465 
2 434 
9 162 

1980 

44 856 
2 924 
13 096 

1981 

46 292 
3 906 
14 354 

The figure for "Total number of readers" is the sum of the daily totals of readers 
using State archives, many of whom attended for more than one day and some over 
long periods. The figure does not therefore represent the number of individual readers, 
but is included as an indication of the use made of the archives. 

The demand for Search Room services at the Kingswood Repository increased 
during the year. In 1981 there were 94 visits by readers compared with 73 in 1980, 
and the number of issues of State archives was 678 compared with 523 in 1980. 

Although most State archives are no longer regularly required for official pur­
poses, it is important to record that some are still required from time to time in 
connection with administrative action being taken either by the public offices which 
transferred them or by others. The most regular use is of the correspondence files of 
the Department of Youth and Community Services and of the files and plans of the 
Lands Department. Such usage is increasing and 3 649 State archives were issued to 
Government departments during the year. This figure refers only to issues of docu­
ments; in a further 367 instances in 1981 the official use of the State archives for 
administrative purposes of the State required research by the staff of the Archives 
Office. This represents a 17 per cent increase over the 1980 figure of 315 instances. 
The first duty of the Archives Authority is the preservation and maintenance of the 
permanently valuable records of the State. In providing access to users, the Authority 
gives priority to Government use of its own records. 

Inquiry Service 

In 1981 the number of inquiries answered by letter and telephone was 5 881, 
compared with 5 263 in 1980 and 4 139 in 1979. The range of subject matter dealt 
with is illustrated by the following examples: 

Origins of the New South Wales Premier's Department. 

John Maxwell, Superintendent of Government Stock, Bathurst and Welling­
ton Valley—official correspondence, 1827-31. 

Sturt's journey along the Murrumbidgee—journal and correspondence, 
1829-30. 

Statues of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert erected in Sydney. 

Emigration of woolcombers from Bradford to New South Wales, 1856-57. 

James Busby and the early history of the wine industry in New South Wales. 
Wales. 
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Permission to publish extracts from State archives was granted by the Authority 
on 55 occasions in 1981. 

Exhibitions 

The exhibition on The Great Age of Sail was retained throughout 1981 and 
continued to be popular with members of the public, more than eleven thousand of 
whom visited it during the year. In August the centrepiece of the exhibition, which 
was Mr Cyril Hume's fine model of the famous clipper ship Thermopylae, was trans­
ferred to its permanent home in the new Powerhouse Museum. 

A new exhibtion is being prepared for 1982, to mark the 50th anniversary of 
the opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge. 

Photographic Service 

A photographic service for researchers using the State archives was established 
during 1979. The service is equipped with a Xerox copier, two reader/printers, a 
Contax SLR camera, and a planetary microfilm camera. The latter is capable of pro­
ducing 35 mm roll microfilm and 35 mm processed aperture card negatives. As well 
as providing a service to the public, the equipment is used for copying for the Archives 
Office itself. 

During 1981 the photographic darkroom was fitted out with benches, sinks, 
lights, cupboards and other basic equipment needed to develop film and produce 
prints, functions previously carried out for the Archives Office by the Photographic 
Section of the Department of Public Works. 

A total of 11 136 Xerox copies, 10 070 reader/printer copies, 4 212 aperture 
card negatives, 1 220 photographic prints, and 86i microfilm rolls were produced for 
the public in 1981. 

Technical Services Division 

Disposal of Public Records 

The Archives Act provides that public records in the custody or under the con­
trol of a public office shall not be destroyed or disposed of otherwise than in accordance 
with a specified procedure. Under this provision a public office may thus retain custody 
of its own records as long as it wishes but it may not dispose of them, in any way, 
without the prior approval of the Archives Authority. Once the Authority has been 
notified of an intention to dispose of public records, the Archives Office staff may 
inspect and appraise them. The Archives Office then prepares a Disposal Recommenda­
tion for consideration by the Authority, which may require any of the records in the 
notification to be made available to it as State archives, in the same form as that in 
which they were maintained in the public office. 

The Authority has continued its policy of authorizing the destruction of some 
series of records on a continuing basis; this is appropriate when records considered 
to be of no further administrative or research use are being continually created without 
any significant variation from time to time in form or content. A continuing authority 
for the disposal of records, once given, obviates the need for a public office to 
refer accumulated records of a particular class to the Archives Authority whenever it 
wishes to dispose of them and naturally results in a saving of time and labour for both 
the Authority and the public office. At the same time, it may be reviewed or withdrawn 
if the Authority considers this warranted. 

In practice, the situation has been altered considerably by the establishment of 
the Records Management Office, in that it has embarked upon an active programme of 
preparing comprehensive records disposal schedules covering whole departments. 
Whereas public offices could, under the Archives Act, retain records for as long as they 
wished, they are now obliged to either dispose of, or justify the retention of, any major 
accumulations of non-current records. 

During the year the Authority initiated a general Survey of Records aimed at 
identifying the classes of records to be retained as State archives and establishing 
guidelines, priorities and likely quantities. A preliminary feasibility study is being 
undertaken under a research grant from the University of New South Wales, and an 
interim report was submitted to the Authority in December, 1981. 
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Plan of the proposed Federal Capital City of Port Stephens, n.d. Accessioned from the. 
Hunter River District Office of the Valuer General 
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In 1981, the Authority dealt with 140 recommendations for the disposal of 
public records, compared with 116 in 1980 and 95 in 1979. The recommendations 
covered 721 series of records. 

In total 787.5 metres of records covering 732 series and 109 part series were 
required to be transferred as State archives during the year, under new or continuing 
disposal recommendations. The corresponding figures in 1980 were 283.7 metres and 
782 series and part series. 

Authorization for the destruction of 204 series and 109 part series was given in 
1981. No attempt has been made to estimate the total quantity of records involved 
as statistics of destructions were not always supplied. However, it is known that 
the authorizations given in 1981 covered the immediate destruction of at least 4 992 
metres of records, and it is clear that the destruction of unwanted records, coupled 
with the removal of little-used ones to the Government Records Repository, has led 
to very substantial savings in expensive city office space. 

During 1981 the Authority continued to meet at monthly intervals. 

Accessions during 1981 

The State archives, exclusive of maps, plans and other records such as the large 
collection of glass negatives from the Government Printing Office and similar items 
which do not readily lend themselves to statistical measurement, now occupy 18 573 
metres of shelving. 

Some of the more notable accessions during the year were— 

Agriculture—Executive Secretariat: Special Bundles, 1889-1980. 
Colonial Secretary: Maps and Plans, c. 1777-1863. 
Colonial Treasurer: Miscellaneous accounts and vouchers, 1821-32. 
Commission of Inquiry into Police Administration: Report of the Inquiry; 

Submission files; Administration files; Exhibits; Police assessors' reports; 
and other records, June, 1979-May, 1981. 

Health Commission—Division of Analytical Laboratories: Analytical registers, 
1893-1966. 

Judge Advocate: Proclamation on accession of George the IVth, 24th July, 
1820. 

Land Appeal Court: Registers of cases heard before the Land Appeal Court; 
Copies of letters sent to the Under Secretary of Lands; Copies of miscel­
laneous letters sent (General letter books); Registers of newspaper 
cuttings relating to the Land Appeal Court; and other records, 1890— 
1921. 

Mines: Maps and plans, 1855-81. 
Ministry of Transport and Highways—Inquiry into the Proposed Route of 

the Kyeemagh-Chullora Road: Report of the Inquiry; Transcripts; Sub­
mission files; General correspondence files; and other records, April, 
1979-May, 1980. 

Ombudsman's Office: Investigation files, May, 1975-July, 1978; and Investi­
gations of complaints made by prisoners to the Royal Commission into 
New South Wales Prisons, 1977-78. 

Premier's Department: Report of the New South Wales Task Force on 
Domestic Violence, July, 1981; Papers relating to the administration of 
oaths to Members of Parliament, 1921-35, 1946-1968; Miscellaneous 
papers relating to Parliamentary programmes, procedures and legislation, 
1941—42; Papers relating to the Legislative Council, 1921-26; and 
Records of the Royal Commission on salaries of Ministers and Members 
of Parliament, 1920. 

Public Works: Map showing location of stone marked RR1789 found at 
Dawes Point during excavations for the Sydney Harbour Bridge, 1925; 
and Reports relating to New South Wales ports (excluding Sydney), 
c. 1938-47. 

Sheriff's Office: Fieri Facias registers, 1830-1972; Indexes to Fieri Facias 
registers, 1858-1969; Writs of Capias registers, 1856-1972; Registers of 
land sales, 1832-1930, 1944-45, 1966-71; Copies of letters sent, 1837-
39, 1904-23; and other records, 1832-1971. 

State Prices Commission: Transcripts of the inquiry into the funeral industry, 
23rd May-18th August, 1977; Financial statements of funeral directors, 
c. 1972-76; and Files relating to the inquiry into the funeral industry, 
c. 1976-77. 

G7713G—2*1 
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the excavations for the Sydney Harbour Bridge, 1925. Signed J. J. C. Bradfield. AO Map 

No. 6317. Accessioned from the Department of Public Works 
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Processing 

Approximately 395 metres of records were processed in the City office during 
the year, compared with 219 metres processed in 1980. Records processed include 
the following: Attorney-General and Justice, Oaths of Allegiance and judicial oaths of 
Justices of the Peace, 1978; Inquiry into the Proposed Logging at Terania Creek, 
Transcripts of the Inquiry, Exhibits, Submission files, Administration files, Model of 
Terania Creek, and other records, October, 1979-June, 1981; Maritime Services Board, 
various records relating to the certification of masters, mates, pilots, engineers, marine 
surveyors, etc., 1897-1979; Premier's Department, File movement registers, 1930-50, 
and Subject index, c. 1908-11, 1920-38; Public Service Board—Industrial Relations 
Branch, Industrial agreements, 1923-25, 1927-73; Registry of Births, Deaths and 
Marriages, Registers of baptisms, -funerals, and marriages, St Phillips Church, Sydney, 
1787-1825, and Norfolk Island, 1797-1806; and Sheriff's Office, Writs of Fieri facias 
and Habere facias possessionem, 1881-1971. In addition, 57 boxes of negatives, com­
prising some 600 glass and other photographic negatives, were processed. 

A considerable amount of time was also expended on other tasks which are 
related to the processing function. They included: the indexing of immigrant lists; 
wrapping of the Department of Education School files; listing the early criminal papers 
of the Supreme Court; and the selection and preparation of material for conservation 
and binding. Further time was diverted from processing as a result of the heavy file 
reference to the records of the Royal Commissions into New South Wales Prisons 
and Drug Trafficking. 

During August, 1981, the processing staff were also involved in a special maps 
processing programme to reduce the arrears of unprocessed maps located at the 
Government Records Repository, Kingswood. During this period 2 424 maps were 
processed of which 1 847 were affixed to cardboard hangers and hung in the new 
vertical map cabinets located at Kingswood. 

As a result of the special maps processing programme, 3 767 maps and plans 
were processed in the City office during the year. Although this is a great improvement 
on the 1 483 maps processed in 1980, a substantial backlog, estimated at between 
275 000 to 300 000 maps and plans, remains. Maps and plans processed included 
the following: Government Architect, Plan of Scone Court House, c. 1861; Public 
Works, Plans of Central Railway Station, c. 1903; State Emergency Services, Plans 
of the National Emergency Services, 1940-42; State Rail Authority, Trigonometric 
Survey of Port Jackson, 1853; and Surveyor-General, Map of southeastern portion of 
Australia compiled from colonial surveys and from details furnished by exploratory 
expeditions, 2nd January, 1853. 

The Processing Section at the Kingswood Repository processed a further 620 
metres of records during the year, compared with 1 290 in 1980. Records processed 
included the following: Board of Fire Commissioners, various records, 1884-1970; 
Department of Technical and Further Education, various records including minutes of 
the committees involved in the establishment of the New South Wales Institute of 
Technology, 1947-48; Colonial Secretary, correspondence of the Returning Officer 
for Parramatta, c. 1894-1907; and Department of Industrial Relations, Industrial 
Magistrates' Court papers, 1939-64. In addition, 3 773 maps were processed. 

State Archives on Loan 

For some years it has been the policy of the Authority to place records whicii 
have been created in public offices in country areas, and which are therefore of 
particular interest to researchers in those areas, on long-term loan with local universi­
ties, libraries or colleges of advanced education. Such records are formally transferred 
to the custody of the Archives Authority in accordance with the provisions of the 
Archives Act, and then placed on loan with the institutions. The institutions house the 
records and make them available for research use in accordance with the requirements 
of the Act and the conditions stipulated by the Authority. 

At the present time, State archives of regional interest are on loan to the 
archives of the University of New England, the University of Newcastle, the University 
of Wollongong, the Riverina College of Advanced Education, and the Newcastle 
Region Public Library. In all, approximately 725 metres of records and some 700 
maps and plans are held in these institutions. 

Reference to the State archives on loan with these institutions has steadily 
increased over the years as researchers become more aware of locally available 
resources. During 1981 the records housed in the Newcastle Region Public Library 
were used on at least 92 occasions and those housed in the Riverina College of 
Advanced Education on 204 occasions. 
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Publications 

The Authority produces a wide variety of publications but they all fall into 
two basic categories. The first consists of guides and finding aids which are published 
with a view to assisting researchers in using the State archives and enabling the staff 
to advise efficiently the ever-increasing number of inquirers. The second consists of 
facsimiles of records held in the archives, which are published as teaching and reference 
aids, wall decorations, postcards and souvenirs. 

Revenue is produced from the sale of both categories. 

During 1981, the Authority published the following finding aids: Immigration: 
Index to Assisted Immigrants Arriving Sydney, 1880-96 (prepared by Mr John Burke); 
Surveyor General: Select List of Maps and Plans, 1792-1886 (prepared by Mr Michael 
Allen); and the second edition of the Guide to Convict Records in the Archives Office 
of New South Wales (prepared by Mrs Dawn Troy). 

Two additional brief subject guides under the title Information Leaflets were 
also produced during the year. The leaflets are constantly revised to provide the most 
up-to-date information. 

However, work on a number of other inventories of major record groups has 
had to be postponed once again and there appears to be little prospect of renewing it 
in the near future. Nonetheless, some work was done on the guide to the records of 
the Sydney Bench of Magistrates, and on the second edition of the guide to Colonial 
Secretary: Naturalization and Denization records. A guide to the records of the Clerk 
of the Peace: Quarter Sessions for the period 1824-1920 was also prepared and 
should be available in mid 1982. 

Work on the preparation of the second edition of the Concise Guide to the State 
Archives for production by a word processor continued during the year. The Archives 
Office has obtained approval, in principle, to acquire a word processor but has been 
prevented from purchasing a suitable machine by lack of funds. As a result production 
of the second edition of the Concise Guide has had to be postponed. 

In 1981, the Authority's programme of publishing facsimiles of items in the 
State archives was primarily directed towards the 1982 celebrations of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Sydney Harbour Bridge. Accordingly, six new postcards depicting 
various stages of construction of the Bridge were produced and the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge Celebrations Poster, 1932, was reprinted. In addition, two Christmas and New 
Year greeting cards and five posters were published during the year. 

The publications already issued by the Archives Authority are listed in 
Appendix 1. 

Repair and Preservation of Records 

A total of 1 508 items were attended to during the year: 1 387 manuscripts 
and 25 volumes were repaired, and 96 maps and plans were repaired and encapsulated 
in Mylar. 

Items of interest treated included the Colonial Secretary: Letters of the bush­
rangers Scott (Moonlight) and Rogan, 1880; the Colonial Secretary-Aborigines Protec­
torate, Port Phillip; Semi-official Papers of Mr G. A. Robinson, Chief Protector of 
Aborigines, 1822-41; the Colonial Secretary: Correspondence re and scenario of "The 
Sentimental Bloke", 1918; and, Public Works: Plans accompanying the Report of the 
Royal Commission for the Improvement of the City of Sydney and its Suburbs, 1909. 

The bookbinding programme saw a total of 172 items bound or rebound 
during the year. This figure is represented by 22 items bound by the Registrar General's 
book binders, 39 by the Crown Lands Office Plan Mounting Section, 90 by a Govern­
ment Printing Office binder working in the Archives Office Conservation Laboratory, 
and 21 by the Archives Office Conservation staff. 

During 1981, 27 reels of microfilm copies of volumes and documents, and 1 661 
aperture card copies of maps and plans were produced. Material filmed included 
various Bench of Magistrates records; Colonial Secretary: Allan Cunningham Journals, 
Correspondence and Field books, 1822-29; Colonial Secretary: Commissioners of 
Crown Lands Itineraries, 1837-49; Surveyor General: Copies of letters sent to the 
Colonial Secretary, 1833-36; Clerk of the Peace: Quarter Sessions—Papers and Depo­
sitions, Windsor, 1824-30 and Clerk of the Peace: Registers of Criminal Cases tried 
at Country Quarter Sessions, 1839-58. 
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In addition, 850 glass negatives and 322 original photographs were copied on to 
modern safety film, and 35 mm contact prints and negative aperture cards were 
produced for viewing in the Search Room. The series copied were Maritime Services 
Board: Glass negatives, and Public Works: Photographs of Cleansing Operations in 
the Quarantine Areas of Sydney, 1900. 

Repository Services Division 

This Division is responsible for the management and operation of the Govern­
ment Records Repository. The Repository does not come within the provisions of the 
Archives Act but in 1978 the Archives Authority, by agreement with the Public Service 
Board, undertook the management of the Government's centralized semi-active records 
repository. 

The Repository is presently housed in two locations: at Kingswood and at 
Shea's Creek, Alexandria. 

Accommodation 

In August, 1980, the Authority was informed that provision had been made 
in the Public Buildings Programme for 1980-81 for work to commence on the next 
stage of the State Archives and Government Records Repository at Kingswood. This 
extension, which is designated as Stage II, Phase II, will provide approximately 62 000 
linear metres of space for the storage of semi-active records belonging to public 
offices. 

The contract for the Stage II, Phase II extension was awarded to the Fletcher 
Organization Pty Ltd of Sydney. Construction work on the site commenced on 18th 
May, 1981. As a result of unfavourable weather and industrial disputes the contractual 
completion date has been extended from 28th May, 1982, until early August, 1982, 
and it is anticipated that the completiqn date will be extended further. 

The Authority is appreciative that funds have been made available for the 
construction of the Stage II, Phase II extension and hopes that in the forthcoming 
financial year it will be possible to supply the compactus shelving, or a substantial part 
of it, for the building. It must be stressed that the building cannot become operational 
unless funds are provided for the shelving. 

The Authority has been concerned about the suitability and safety of the Shea's 
Creek branch of the Government Records Repository ever since undertaking responsi­
bility for it in 1961. The Repository is housed in two former woolsheds which were 
erected during the Second World War and converted to records storage purposes 
between 1955 (Shed 67) and 1964 (Shed 66). The sheds are wooden structures, un-
painted, unlined, and with asphalt floors. They offer very inadequate and even unsafe 
accommodation because of fire risk, dust and changes in humidity and temperature. In 
October, 1969, one of the worst fires ever experienced in Sydney destroyed nine 
identical sheds controlled by the Commonwealth at Botany and informed opinion at 
the time, including that of the Board of Fire Commissioners, was that under certain 
conditions it would be impossible to prevent a similar disaster at Shea's Creek. In April, 
1970, another fire completely destroyed a similar shed about a quarter of a 
kilometre from those occupied by the Repository, and it is clear that the fire was 
contained mainly because it occurred on a calm and windless morning. The heat burnt 
the walls of the sheds on either side and had there been even a mild breeze all storage 
sheds in the area would have been in danger. More recently, in 1980, an explosion 
occurred in the Morganite Australia Pty Ltd factory which is the closest structure to 
the Repository sheds. 

Although events of this kind have caused the Archives Authority continual 
concern it has been obliged to continue using Shea's Creek pending construction of 
sufficient accommodation at Kingswood. Completion of the new Stage II, Phase II 
building at Kingswood during the second half of 1982 will finally provide this accom­
modation and the Authority had envisaged a progressive closedown of Shea's Creek 
which was to be completed by 1984. 

However, recent events have led the Authority to bring this programme forward. 
On 21st August, 1981, Shed 67 was severely damaged by very strong winds which 
completely unroofed an area of approximately 280 square metres. Staff working under 
the roof at the time were very fortunate to escape serious injury. On 27th September, 
1981, further very strong winds caused minor damage to the roof of Shed 66. 
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Severe damage io roof of Shed 67, Government Records Repository, Shea's Creek, 
Alexandria, caused by strong winds on 21st August, 1981 


