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The Hon. Robert John Carr, M.P.
Premier, Minister for the Arts
and Minister for Ethnic Affairs
Parliament House

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr Carr

AffaVS

31 October 1997

The Archives Authority of New South Wales takes pleasure in forwarding, for presentation to
Parliament in accordance with the provisions of: the Annual Reports (Statutory Bodies) Act, 1984;
the Annual Reports (Statutory Bodies) Regulations 1995; and the Archives Act, 1960, its thirty-
seventh Annual Report and Financial Statements, cover the year ended 30 June 1997.

On behalf of the Authority,

Yours sincerely

The Hon. Justice David Levine RFD
Chairperson

The Archives Authority

of New South Wales

K.G. Schmude
Deputy Chairperson
The Archives Authority
of New South Wales
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New South Wales

Minister for the Arts

The year reviewed in this Report was one of exciting developments for the Archives Authority of
New South Wales.

High priority was given to the preparation of the State Records Bill 1997. This groundbreaking
legislation will revolutionise the operations of the Authority and equip it to meet the challenges
of documenting the business of government in the electronic environment and safeguarding
the State’s archival heritage.

The Authority is not only an archives institution, it is concerned with all aspects of Government
recordkeeping and it plays an active role in improving recordkeeping in Government agencies to
ensure that business is adequately documented, records are managed in accordance with best
practice and are disposed of in an orderly and accountable manner. To further this role during
the year the Authority undertook a survey of records management programs and practices
across the New South Wales public sector and established the Records Managers' Forum.

It is gratifying to see that the Government Records Repository has again achieved outstanding
results as an off-budget commercial activity providing storage, retrieval and related services on
a full cost recovery basis in a competitive marketplace. It achieved a profit of $1.2 million on
revenue of $3.5 million in 1996-97. | note that the Repository will apply its favourable operational
surplus to a self-funded building program at Kingswood to meet the continuing high demand for
off-site records storage.

It is also pleasing to note that during the year the Authority introduced a number of programs
and activities designed to increase community awareness of archival records, services and
products and to raise the profile of the Authority throughout the State. These included:

© ajoint lecture tour with Australian Archives involving family and local history
organisations in the mid North Coast and Northern Tabielands

¢ hosting an exhibition entitled My Heart is Breaking which tells the story of the
Aboriginal people of Victoria through that State’s official records and highlights the
importance of archives in relation to a vital social issue

¢ the Authority’s World Wide Web site, which is used locally, nationally and
internationally by potential clients to gain information about the Authority’s programs,
services and products.

The Authority can be justifiably proud of its achievements, its growing national and international
reputation in the area of electronic recordkeeping and its innovative archival legislation. |
congratulate the Members and the staff of the Authority for their dedication, hard work and
commitment to outstanding archives and recordkeeping services.

Bob Carr, M.P.
Premier, Minister for the Arts and Minister for Ethnic Affairs
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