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DIRECTOR’S LETTER
State Records’ Director, David Roberts, considers
the different ways the public uses archives – from
the direct & indirect to the real & virtual

OPEN ARCHIVE!
News of Sydney: Resort of Thieves extending 
into 2003 + plans underway for upcoming
exhibition Open Archive

THE TROUBLE WITH MERLE
Filmmaker Mareé Delofski’s journey through
competing oral and archival histories of the life of
‘Tasmanian’ Hollywood actress Merle Oberon

FLAT CHAT
Urban observer Megan Hicks shows how 
the civic surface beneath our feet has become
a free billboard for local news and views

THE INVESTIGATORS
Theatre teacher, writer and researcher Robert
Jordan shares his love of stories and characters
from the convict theatres of early Australia

Q&A
Impassioned archivist Svemir Popovic – 
speaks of the early years in his Dalmatian
homeland + life and work in Sydney

12 ON KEN BURNS
Writing on US documentary filmmaker Ken Burns,
including commentary by Ross Gibson on Burns’
‘valentine’ to the American people

HISTORY PRIZE
Thom Blake wins the inaugural John & Patricia 
Wright History Prize for A Dumping Ground: 
A History of the Cherbourg Settlement

ESTRAYS & OUTLAWS
Dramatic telegram documentation of the
capture of bushranger Ned Kelly, now safe
and sound in the State archives collection

NOW & THEN
A selection of lantern slide images of rural
and suburban NSW presented at the 1908
Franco-British Exhibition in London

PREVIOUSLY @ STATE RECORDS
An update on Phoebe Jane Dunn from 
our issue #1 cover + Christmas gift ideas 
to honour the strumpet within

BORDER STORIES
Personal stories and treasured possessions
from a few of the 35 million global homeless,
presented by Médicins Sans Frontières

22

VOLUNTEERS AHOY!
Lyn Hitchell, ‘professional volunteer’, and 1st 
timer Elisabeth Wells, meet up in the Volunteer
Program at the Western Sydney Records Centre
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AGENDA
News of what’s on and what’s online, including
home page improvements + indexes to Quarter
Session cases & School Files
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Merle Oberon pictured in The Trouble 
with Merle, a film by Mareé Delofski.
Photo reproduced courtesy of Film Australia
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