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State Records’ online indexes overcome
some of the traditional challenges facing
researchers looking for records about
individuals whose lives were touched 
by past government actions. The latest
additions to the indexes offer new
pathways into some key 19th and 
early 20th-century records

The Index to Convict Exiles, 1849–50, opens up an 
often-overlooked postscript on the history of convict
transportation to New South Wales. The ‘exiles’ were
convicts by another name who had served part of their
sentence in a penitentiary in Britain and were granted 
a conditional pardon or ticket of leave in the Colony. 
On arrival they were generally moved to outlying
districts, such as Moreton Bay, Illawarra, Broulee 
and Patrick’s Plains. 

The Index to Gaol Photographs, which currently includes
information for Albury, Armidale, Bathurst and Dubbo
gaols, unlocks the world of crime and prison life. The
images of those who have been captured in these
photographs, including 'Bordello Queen', Tilly Devine
(pictured right), provide researchers with a rich visual
experience that also tells us much about the social 
and economic conditions of the time.

The cultural diversity of colonial NSW is revealed
through the Naturalisation Index, 1834–1903. This index
gives researchers the opportunity to search for that
elusive ancestor who was born outside the British Empire
but wished to vote or own land in NSW. There is also the
option of conducting a search by ‘Native place’ to find
out whether, for example, anyone from the Western
Islands (the Azores) was naturalised. And the answer is,
yes — there are 23 entries.

And finally, if you simply want to look for a surname, 
go to the new ‘Quick Search’ facility, which covers our
indexes to census, convict, court, gaol, immigrant,
naturalisation and other selected records. 

www.records.nsw.gov.au

records dot nsw

The John and Patricia Ward History Prize was established
in 2002 by State Records in memory of historian John
Manning Ward and his wife Patricia. The award, which 
is part of the NSW Premier’s History Awards, recognises
the use of original material in the research and writing of
Australian history. The judges look for challenging and
engaging works that will capture readers’ interest and
attention. And the 2003 award goes to ...

The Convicts of the Eleanor: Protest in Rural England,
New Lives in Australia, David Kent and Norma
Townsend; Pluto Press 

In 1831, a group of 132 ‘machine breakers’ arrived 
in New South Wales on the convict transport Eleanor.
These rural labourers and craft workers had been
transported from England for their involvement in protests
against the spread of labour-displacing machinery
throughout the Wessex countryside during 1830.

With diligence and skill, the authors have tracked the
convicts through English and Australian archives and
library collections. David Kent outlines the economic 
and social climate in which the protests developed, 
and gives details of the men’s involvement, arrest and
subsequent trials. Norma Townsend follows the Eleanor
convicts as they work their way through the system in
NSW, into their post-freedom lives. 

Other short-listed works

Upstaged: Australian Women Dramatists in the
Limelight at Last, Michelle Arrow; Pluto Press, in
conjunction with Currency Press

Relates the history of women writers working in pre-
1960s Australian theatre, radio and television drama.

All Work, No Pay: Australian Civilian Volunteers in War,
Melanie Oppenheimer; Ohio Productions

A sympathetic account of the major role played by
civilian volunteers in Australia during times of war. 

Congratulations to Marée Delofski who won the 
NSW Premier’s Audio/Visual Prize for 2003 for her
film The Trouble with Merle, which screened as part 
of The House of Exquisite Memory exhibition in 
the State Records Gallery in 2003.
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Gaol photographs of Matilda 'Tilly' Devine, 
State Reformatory for Women, Long Bay,
Photographic description books, 1910–30
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Death Death Death 

Alternative ways of finding out about the why 
and how of deaths in the family

Sydney Records Centre 
Thursday 22 January 2004, 10.30 am – 12.30 pm
FREE Bookings essential

2004 Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras event 

The life and gay times of Simeon Alexander Moss
(known in Bowral in the 1890s as ‘Cocky  Moss’)

Sydney Records Centre 
Saturday 14 February, 10.30 am – 12.30 pm
FREE Bookings essential

Seniors Week 2004 (14–21 March)

Free introductory tour (includes morning tea) 
to glimpse behind the scenes

Sydney Records Centre 
Tuesday 16 March 2004, 10.30 am – 12.30 pm
Western Sydney Records Centre 
Thursday 18 March 2004, 10.30 am – 12.30 pm
FREE Bookings essential

Heritage Festival 2004 Activities (24 April – 2 May)

Greek Migration & Settlement in NSW

A joint event with the Marrickville Council Library
Venue to be confirmed
Friday 23 April 2004, 9.30 am – 12.30 pm

Archives Tour

A series of talks at various venues in South 
Western NSW. In conjunction with the National 
Archives of Australia 
Dates & venues to be confirmed

Services for Indigenous Researchers 
at State Records 

Date & venue to be confirmed

‘School’s In!’

All assemble for an excursion exploring the resources 
in the State archives for those ‘doing projects’ such as
school histories

Western Sydney Records Centre 
Monday 17 May, 10.00 am – 12.30 pm
FREE Bookings essential

Open Day @ Western Sydney Records Centre

What happens behind the locked doors of the archives?

Visit Western Sydney Records Centre during Archives
and Records Management Week. 
Talks, tours and other presentations
Thursday 27 May 2004, 10.00 am – 4.00 pm
FREE No bookings required

Where’s Grandfather’s Will? 

An introduction to probate records and related sources

Sydney Records Centre 
Wednesday 16 June 2004, 10.00 am – 12.30 pm
FREE Bookings essential

All Enquiries & Bookings

Lindsay Allen

Senior Archivist – Access & Information (SRC)

ph: (02) 8247 8613

email: accinfo2@records.nsw.gov.au

facsimile: (02) 8247 8604

Coming Events 
@  State Records

State Records Out & About

Fellowship of First Fleeters one-day conference
State Records will be hosting a stall at the conference

Glenleigh Room, Panthers at Penrith, Mulgoa Road
Saturday 24 January 2004
enquiries: Pamela Hempel
email: pamela.hempel@panthers.com.au

Christmas card, 1939; State Rail Authority; Albums of
Travel and Advertising Brochures, 1938–57; NRS 16410
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